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         Gold Star Wives of America, Inc

                       200 N. Glebe Road, Room 425,   Arlington, Virginia 22203
INCREASE CHAPTER 35 BENEFITS
Objective:  To increase Chapter 35 Benefits to levels sufficient enough to cover Tuition and Fees at Public Universities.
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Eligibles:
   Must be the son, daughter, or spouse of:

· A veteran who died or is permanently and totally disabled as the result of a service-connected disability. The disability must arise out of active service in the Armed Forces.

· A veteran who died from any cause while such permanent and total service-connected disability was in existence.

· A service member missing in action or captured in line of duty by a hostile force.

· A service member forcibly detained or interned in line of duty by a foreign government or power.

· A service member who is hospitalized or receiving outpatient treatment for a service connected permanent and total disability and is likely to be discharged for that disability. This change is effective December 23, 2006.
· 56.4% of Survivors only have a High School Education and must now Support Families on one Income. 
· 40.9% of Survivors are unaware of VA Education or Training. (OSA FY11)
· 2.5% of Survivors use VA Education, VA Budgets for ALL Eligibles. (OSA FY11).  The rest using Chapter 35 are spouses/Children of living 100 % disabled Vets.
· Surviving Children must relinquish DIC to receive Chapter 35 benefits.
Recommendations: 
1. Increase rates to cover current Tuition and Fee Costs, and in pace with benefits afforded certain Survivors Post 9/11.  (35%). 
2. Fix delimiting dates – 20 years for all Surviving Spouses

3. Include a housing allowance and Book Stipend for both Surviving Spouses and Surviving Children using Chapter 35. 

4. Provide Oversight in application and enhance outreach to address Office of Survivor (OSA) findings that Survivors are unaware of benefit. 

5. Re-index increases to Education CPI. (35.8% Discrepancy since 2001 to FY11). 
6. Initiate STEM Initiatives into VA Education Programs (as discretionary add-on)
(previously requested now bills for post 9/11 HR 1816!)
Other VA Education Legislation 113th Congress: 
	HR 179-Franchise Training post 9/11

HR 1400- Child  Dependents Fry

HR 357- Instate Tuition Post 9/11

HR 1400- Child  Dependents Fry

HR 331- Reporting by District

HR 562 VRAP Extensions 

HR 883- Post 9/11 Transfer for Service Connected

HR 1251- Grants for Minority Institutions for Vets

HR 1316- Appointment of Directors

HR 1357 Part time training for Vets

HR 1453 Work Study

HR 1612 VA Land Grant to Education Inst.

HR 1816 Post 9/11 STEM
	S257 In state Tuition post 9/11
S 262 Post 9/11 Tuition Equity

S514 Post 9/11 STEM
S515 Yellow Ribbon to Fry

S845 Health Professional School
S863- Removal of Time limits post 9/11 use
S894 Work Study extension

HR 2219- Extension of Post 9/11


Legislation:  113th Congress  


NONE  





Current Benefit:  $987 month


Reduced daily by $32.90


Current Education Levels of Survivors: �


Total Survivors FY 12: 


 338, 595  Spouses


    12,362 Children





Current Enrollees FY 12:


Spouses 16.6%        14, 605


Children  83.4%       73,102


Total Trainees	    87,707





Budgeting (FY 12):


Budgeted:  


Expensed to date:  





(Figures and chart courtesy of OSA)





Recommendation:  35% Increase.


Last increase $27 less than 2% 


Last CPI Mar 2013- 5.6% Change in College Tuition last 6 months. 


Diff of -3.6% in last 6 months.  Cumulative Difference  compounds. 





For more information please contact:


Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.


888-751-6350	


� HYPERLINK "http://www.goldstarwives.org" �www.goldstarwives.org� 


Suzanne Gerstner (813)681-6108
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