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Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) is a premium based voluntarily selected benefit of retirement created in 1972 with PL 92-425.  SBP is funded through the Department of  Defense. It is taxable income. Dependence Indemnity Compensation (DIC) offset was part of this original Law. The SBP/DIC Offset is a dollar for dollar offset.

· In September 2001, with the passage of  PL 107-107, Congress extended SBP to include surviving spouses and eligible children of all active duty deaths classified in the line of duty. 

· In 2009 an effort was made to eliminate the SBP/DIC offset with the passage of the Special Survivor Indemnity Allowance (SSIA).  The increases to SSIA have not been enough to remove the offset. According to HR 2810 (National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018), the SSIA will continue at the rate of $310 per month indefinitely.
· As of this year, 2019, some spouses receive a portion of their SBP while most others have their entire SBP offset by DIC. They receive only DIC with no SBP.  When there are children, the surviving spouses can assign the SBP over to the children where SBP is not offset. The family then receives the full SBP and full DIC but this ends entirely when the last child reaches majority. It is not transferable back to the surviving spouse. The only other way to receive Full SBP and full DIC is to remarry at age 57!
With the current 116th Congress, HR-553: Military Surviving Spouses Equity Act, was introduced by Representative Wilson (R-SC). The companion bill, S-622: was introduced in the Senate by Senator Jones (D-AL) by. Both of these bills will repeal the SBP/DIC offset and eliminate this inequity. 

Gold Star Wives of America, Inc. ask for your support and VOTE in the passage of these bills.

